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PREVENT GUIDANCE 

 

“Safeguarding vulnerable people from radicalisation is no different from safeguarding them from other forms 

of harm” (Home Office: The Prevent Strategy) 

The prevent duty requires that all staff are aware of the signs that a child maybe vulnerable to radicalisation. 

The risks will need to be considered for political; environmental; animal rights; or faith based extremism that 

may lead to a child becoming radicalised. All staff receive prevent WRAP training/undertaken e-

learning/received awareness training in order that they can identify the signs of children being radicalised s 

part of the biennial formal Child Protection/safeguarding training . 

Protecting children from the risk of radicalisation should be seen as part of all schools’ wider safeguarding 

duties, and is similar in nature to protecting children from other forms of harm and abuse. During the process 

of radicalisation, it is possible to intervene to prevent vulnerable people being radicalised. 

Radicalisation refers to the process by which a person comes to support terrorism and forms of extremism. 

There is no single way of identifying an individual who is likely to be susceptible to an extremist ideology. It 

can happen in many different ways and settings. Specific background factors may contribute to vulnerability 

which are often combined with specific influences such as family, friends or online, and with specific needs for 

which an extremist or terrorist group may appear to provide an answer. The internet and the use of social 

media in particular has become a major factor in the radicalisation of young people. 

As with managing other safeguarding risks, all staff should be alert to changes in children’s behaviour which 

could indicate that they may be in need of help or protection. Staff should use their professional judgement 

in identifying children who might be at risk of radicalisation and act proportionately which may include making 

a referral to the Channel programme. 

The statutory Prevent guidance summarises the requirements on schools in terms of four general themes: risk 

assessment, working in partnership, staff training and IT policies. Schools are expected to assess the risk of 

children being drawn into terrorism, including support for extremist ideas that are part of terrorist ideology. 

This means being able to demonstrate both a general understanding of the risks affecting children and young 

people in the area and a specific understanding of how to identify individual children who may be at risk of 

radicalisation and what to do to support them. Schools and colleges should have clear procedures in place for 

protecting children at risk of radicalisation.  

The Prevent duty builds on existing local partnership arrangements. For example, governing bodies and 

proprietors of all schools should ensure that their safeguarding arrangements take into account the policies 

and procedures of Local Safeguarding Children Boards (LSCBs). 

TACKLING EXTREMISM IN THE CLASSROOM 

The College will also seek to build pupils’ resilience to radicalisation by promoting fundamental British values 

and enabling them to challenge extremist views. It is important to emphasise that the prevent duty is not 

intended to stop pupils debating controversial issues. On the contrary, schools should provide a safe space in 

which children, young people and staff can understand the risks associated with terrorism and develop the 

knowledge and skills to be able to challenge extremist arguments. 
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The prevent duty requires that all staff are aware of the signs that a child maybe vulnerable to radicalisation. 

The risks will need to be considered for political; environmental; animal rights; or faith based extremism that 

may lead to a child becoming radicalised. All staff have received prevent training/undertaken e-

learning/received awareness training in order that they can identify the signs of children being radicalised. 

Any child who is considered vulnerable to radicalisation will be referred by the DSL to Hampshire Children’s 

Social Care, where the concerns will be considered in the MASH process. If the police prevent officer considers 

the information to be indicating a level of risk a “channel panel” will be convened and the school will attend 

and support this process. 

Resources 

https://www.safeguardinginschools.co.uk/prevent/ 

https://educateagainsthate.com/teachers 

https://www.pshe-association.org.uk/curriculum-and-resources/resources/addressing-extremism-and-

radicalisation-lesson 
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