24th April 2020

Dear All
As we come to the end of the first week of the Summer term, it is undoubtedly the case
that the sun is shining on a very different world than the usual April time at College. A
Salesian community is made up of the four distinct elements of school, playground,
church and home. I am sure we are all appreciating the strengths and challenges of
home during this lockdown. School is still clearly evident in the hard work staff and
students are doing through Microsoft Teams to keep the teaching and learning flowing.
The playground is nourished by the many challenges to keep fit set by the PE
department. The church is met through Fr Pat who has provided us with his joke of the day and reflections
to keep our souls nourished.
We are distant from each other at this time, but our community is still strong, and I pray that we will safely
travel through these challenging weeks under the protection of St John Bosco. When we return together at
some point in the future, I hope we will be wiser and more appreciative of each other.
God Bless and stay safe.

Gerard Owens

April 23 was the Feast of Saint George, patron saint
of England (and quite a few other countries as well).
We know little of his life except that he was martyred
at Lydda (now in Israel) in the early fourth century,
during the persecution of Diocletian. Something
about him caught the imagination of Christians in the
East and West and legends, such as his defeat of the
dragon, became popular.

God of compassion,
be close to those who are ill, afraid or in isolation.
In their loneliness, be their consolation;
in their anxiety, be their hope;
in their darkness, be their light;
through him who suffered alone on the cross,
but reigns with you in glory,
Jesus Christ our Lord,
Amen.

The chorus of the hymn we sing today is ‘Great Saint
George, our patron, help us. In the conflict be thou
nigh. Help us in that daily battle where each one must live or die.’ Conflicts come and go, but we could
certainly do with his help in our current daily battle against an enemy rather smaller than a dragon.
Saint George, patron of England, pray for us!
“It is a mistake to skirt difficulties or to skip what you don't understand and go on to something else. Tackle
the obstacle until you have overcome it.” – Don Bosco
Please let us know if you have any news, photos or videos to share, and send us your prayer requests which
we will pass on to Fr Pat. Please contact Mr Crean at creann@salesiancollege.com
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Mr Bannister has set all students a challenge this week to take a photograph that shows ‘Nature’. Please
send your entry to bannisters@salesiancollege.com by Wednesday 29th April. The winning photos will be
announced next week.
Good luck!

Congratulations to everyone for working so hard on your Easter projects. Below are some examples of the
brilliant work from Year 7. (Years 8 and 9 to come next week!)

The students had to get outside and draw their houses from direct observation. They had to apply their
knowledge of perspective, accurate shape, detail, tone and texture.

Freddie (7D)

Fraser (7D)

Leon (7D)

Ryan (7D)

James (7H)

Tommy (7H)

In RE, the students made these beautiful Easter gardens.

Matthew (7D)

James (7H)

Luke (7H)
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The students made videos to demonstrate how rivers change from source to mouth. Some used models,
while others used Minecraft.

Addy (7H)

With help from Max (9H)

James (7H)

Ewan (7D)

With help from Connor (10D)

You can watch the full videos on the Salesian College Twitter and Facebook pages.

The students had to research and build a model of medieval castle or weapon. There were some very
creative designs, especially as they couldn’t go out for supplies!

More photos are available on the Salesian College Twitter and Facebook pages.
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The 5 Ways to Wellbeing are a set of really simple actions we can all take, which have been shown to
improve people’s wellbeing. They are easy to remember and, as well as making you feel better in the
moment, they can also help you build good mental health for the future.
Several Year 7 students have made posters to share them with the rest of the school community.

As you will know, we are allowed up to an hour's exercise a day outside
of the house, so in that hour daily from tomorrow for two weeks we, the
Salesian Community of students, staff, parents, former students,
prospective students and parents are looking to walk/run to Turin (the
spiritual home of Don Bosco and the Salesians) and back again, a huge
2552km!

Please get involved, track your performance, screenshot it and send it
to Mr Cousins at cousinsg@salesiancollege.com, who will post updates
on social media.
Also, if you can support the campaign, please go to the PE at Salesian
College Farnborough Facebook page, share the link and let's get the
donations rolling in with the hard work of getting to Turin and back!
Please spread the word! Please make sure you maintain the government criteria on safety when out and
TOGETHER we will raise money for the NHS. ALL money raised goes directly to the NHS and they need
everything they can get currently to help fund the Coronavirus effort!
For more information, or to donate, please click here to visit our JustGiving page.
Thank you for your support!
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