15th May 2020

Dear Students and Parents
Yesterday we broadcast a Mass for the Feast of Mary Help of Christians. This has
always been a joyful and memorable celebration of our heritage and is usually a time in
which the Year 12 students who have returned from Lourdes recapture some of the
atmosphere of their Easter pilgrimage. This year is so different, but the Mass still was a
great celebration of the life of the College and our great hope to return to the joys that
are such a part of our collective life. Today more than ever we realise how much we
need at the prayers of each other and the protection of our heavenly mother to give us
the strength and comfort to get through these dark days with faith in a brighter future.
The Prime Minister last weekend signalled the start of a route out of the lockdown. He has indicated that
the first part of this will be for some year groups in primary settings to return from the June 1st. He further
indicated that Years 10 and 12 should have some face to face time at school before the Summer holidays.
The College is exploring how to implement this requirement in a safe and productive manner. At the centre
of our planning will be maintaining a safe environment for both staff and students while providing the best
education possible.

I will update parents next week to any proposed changes to the current provision for the second half of this
term.
Good luck to all students in the forthcoming assessments.
God Bless

Gerard Owens

Last year, when Pope Francis was visiting the Middle East, he met Muslim leaders and signed a joint
document ‘Human Fraternity for World Peace and Living Together’. It begins ‘Faith leads a believer to see
in the other a brother or sister to be supported and loved.’ This same group is asking religious believers
around the world to pray on May 14th for an end to the current pandemic. In our special ‘virtual’ Mass, in
honour of Mary Help of Christians, we prayed for this intention and thought of Don Bosco’s trust in the Holy
Eucharist and Mary as pillars of strength in times of trouble.
Please click here to watch yesterday’s Mass for the Feast of Mary Help of Christians
“Remember that education is a matter of the heart” – Don Bosco
Please let us know if you have any news, photos or videos to share, and send us your prayer requests which
we will pass on to Fr Pat. Please contact Mr Crean at creann@salesiancollege.com
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Thank you to everyone who took part in the photo competition last week. Below are some of the fantastic
entries for the theme ‘Movement’:

Austen (7D)

Ryan (7D)

Cillian (Year 6 – joining in September)

Toby (Year 6 – joining in September)

Cameron (9B)

Bertie (9D)

If you want to take part in this week’s competition,
your challenge is to take a photograph with the
theme ‘Go Monochrome’ (any theme in black and
white only). Please send any entries to:
bannisters@salesiancollege.com
by Wednesday 20th May.
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Below are some more examples of the students’ excellent Easter work.
Congratulations to all students whose work has been included in previous issues, as well as those who
have received certificates from their teachers.

In Year 7, the students had to make one of the gold, silver or lead caskets from Shakespeare’s
‘The Merchant of Venice’.

Harry (7A)

William (7A)

Freddie (7D)

The Year 9 students have been investigating crash hazards as part of their GCSE Physics course. The
challenge was to drop an egg from a 1st floor window without breaking it.
For the last two students, click their names to watch the full video.

Nigel (9A)

Dom (9D)

Rufus (9A)

Leo (9H)

Josh (9H)
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We wish all our Year 11 students the very best of luck over the next two years of their education, those who
are returning to Salesian Sixth Form and those who are going to other colleges. We thank them all for their
enthusiastic contribution to College life over the last five years.
Below are a few memories from the Lake District trip in Year 7 and their final day in College last term.
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On Tuesday, the College's CAFOD Young Leaders
attended a webinar which discussed the struggles of
people being affected by coronavirus around the
world, far beyond their own communities.
In recent weeks, many of us have focused on trivial
problems, like not being able to keep up a hobby, or
get out to exercise as much as we'd like. However, it
is essential that we keep in mind the experiences of
those less fortunate than us. For example, there are
favelas in Brazil where people are violating social
distancing rules just to get food for their families; it
is said that they would rather die of the virus than of
hunger.
There are organisations such as the MDF that have CAFOD Young Leaders from Portsmouth diocese
emerged to deal with these crises, offering a ray of
light in the darkness. An example was given in the webinar of an African lady who has recently been given a
solar panel, which she plans to use to start a local business charging mobile phones. Such examples of
people being resourceful in the most difficult circumstances are a great inspiration to everyone involved in
the CAFOD programme.

Our CAFOD Young Leaders have been involved a number of projects throughout the year. To find out more,
visit their Twitter and Instagram pages.
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Make Revision Active!
1.

Make sure you have a revision timetable for the week (build in some
relaxation time)

2.

Do something different with the information you already have…

3.

Use the following methods to summarise the information on one page
• Bullet points
• Mind maps
• Spider diagram
• Dates/processes/key words and phrases
• Mnemonics

4.

Use different coloured pens or highlighters for each point.

5.

What will you do with the summary sheets when you’ve completed them?
• Swap topics with friends and test each other online?
• Ask someone in your family to test you?
• Keep them in a revision file or progress file?
• Display them in your bedroom?

Keep your phone out of sight when revising
Enjoy the Half Term break when your assessments are over!
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