7th May 2020

Dear Parents and Students
On the 8th May 1945, six years of war came to an end with the declaration of Victory in
Europe. That war had been a long period of loss, despair and fear for many millions of
people. The relief felt across the world at the defeat of Hitler and the tyranny of the
Nazi ideology was of course tinged with sorrow with the loss of life that this victory had
been won with. Those who survived that war and are still with us now are those most in
danger from the present pandemic and while we commemorate their efforts we should
also be sure to not forget their needs now. The spirit and sacrifice from this war also
provides us all with the inspiration to realise we can overcome the present disruption and fear in our lives. I
hope we can live up to the challenge set to us by that wartime generation to have the right attitude of
support for each other and common purpose as we fight the Coronavirus. While it is not a war, it is a
national effort which requires each of us to do our utmost to keep safe and get through this and look ahead
to a brighter future.
God Bless

Gerard Owens

Today’s gospel passage (John 13:16-20) is taken from just after where Jesus washes
the feet of his disciples at the Last Supper. It begins, ‘I tell you most solemnly, no
servant is greater than his master, no messenger is greater than the man who sent
him. Now that you know this, happiness will be yours if you behave accordingly.’ During
these times, I hope that you are re-discovering the joy of helping and serving others,
whether they are members of your family or further afield. This is a sure path to
holiness, in the little events of everyday life.
“Do not try to excuse your faults; try to correct them” – Don Bosco

Summer assessments for students in Years 7-10 will take place from Monday 18th to
Friday 22nd May. These assessments will be taken remotely using a variety of different
techniques and platforms which have been chosen by each subject department.
If you have any questions about the assessments, these should be directed to subject
teachers in the first instance who will be able to answer specific questions.
Click here to download the assessment timetable.
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Please let us know if you have any news, photos or videos to share, and send us your prayer requests which
we will pass on to Fr Pat. Please contact Mr Crean at creann@salesiancollege.com

Thank you to everyone who took part in the photo competition last week. Below are some of the fantastic
entries for the theme ‘Community’:

Harry (7A)

Leo (7D)

James (7H)

Jacob (9B)

Max (Y6 - joining in September)

Casper (Y6 – joining in September)

If you want to take part in this week’s competition, your challenge is to take a photograph that shows
‘Movement’. Please send all entries to bannisters@salesiancollege.com by Wednesday 13th May.
Good luck!

Below are some examples of the brilliant Easter project work from Years 9 and 10.

The students had to create a marble run that would run for exactly 60 seconds. Click the students’ names
to watch their videos.

Andrei (9A)

Edward (9B)

Diwas (9D)

Josh (9D)
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In Year 9, students had to retell a story from the Trojan War in the form of a painting, comic strip or movie.
In Year 10, the students built models of an Ancient Greek or Roman source from their GCSE course.

Dilan (9A)

Rory (9B)

Tom (10A)

The students had to research and cook a typical French food.

Freddie (9A)

Scott (9D)

Dom (9D)

James (10A)

Toby (10D)

Alexander (10H)

The students had to get outside and draw their houses from direct observation.

Cameron (9B)

John (9B)

Matthew (9B)
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Congratulations from the Geography department to Benji (7D) for his excellent poem, ‘River’. It describes
the journey of a river from the source to the mouth:

Drop by drop
snow melting
on top;
slowly as the water

approach the surrounding mountains
the river widens
forming a V-shaped valley;
later on water flows further
across the rocks;
the beauty seems to make time stop.
A waterfall,
stand so tall,

a beauty not often saw.
It’s twists and turns as we approach the meander
The fast flowing water is filled with anger
Eroding the sides like a sharp frown
Just before it all calms down…
Streams of newness
and small rivers
forms the mirrors

of confluences and tributaries;
As we approach the end of our journey;
We need to say goodbye
to the gallery of water
through the mouth
and into the south of the sea.
A wonder that never fails…
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In just 10 days, we have managed to get from Farnborough to
Turin and back, twice! That’s a total of 5104km.
We have already raised a fantastic
for NHS Charities Together!

£3,351

(including GiftAid)

Massive thanks, and congratulations, to Mr Cousins, the PE
department and everyone in the Salesian community who has
joined in to help raise money for such a worthwhile cause.
It is still possible to donate. Please click here to visit our
JustGiving page.

Matthew Phillips is a former Salesian student, leaving
the College in 2019, and a two time World Champion
Paraclimber.
EpicTV has produced a film about his journey: ‘One Of A
Kind - The Story of Matthew Phillips’, which premieres
on their YouTube channel on Friday 8th May.
Click here to watch the trailer.
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With more and more people working and socialising online, it is extremely important that everyone knows
how to stay safe. The e-Safety page of the College website has a number of useful resources, including
guides published by National Online Safety.
Please click here to access the e-Safety page.
A number of guides particularly relevant to the present lockdown are available via the links below:
•
•
•
•

Houseparty
Remote Learning (Parent Guide)
Remote Learning (Student Guide)
Zoom

In these challenging times, Emily Gomes remains available to provide
counselling support to students. She is currently conducting her sessions
online.
07342 358994
emilygomescounselling@gmail.com
www.emilygomes.com
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