1st May 2020

Dear Parents and Students
At the end of the second week of the Summer term, it is clear that we are developing a
routine towards the way that we work and live which is beginning to make this
abnormal period a new type of normal. It is new territory for all of us. Teachers, forced
to adapt their teaching styles, have reached for different ways of using our technology
with elements such as Microsoft Teams becoming very effective tools, so much so that
I suspect many will retain these resources once the College re-opens. Pupils have
found that they are more resilient and resourceful when it comes to learning than they
thought they were. Being based at home means that they have to motivate themselves far more and not
rely on the nudge from the teacher to retain focus. I have seen a real thirst for learning in the online world
that I do not always witness in the classroom. However, the novelty of being at home has for many worn off
and even the turn in weather this week seemed to conspire to make it a hard week for some to keep
focused and positive. I believe that true personal growth takes place not when it is going well but when we
are challenged by the circumstances around us. Friday 08 May is a bank holiday which commemorates the
end of the Second World War, 75 years ago. In our present struggles I hope we can find the strength to be
inspired by the example set for us by that generation who fought so bravely for our freedoms.
God bless

Gerard Owens
Mr Owens will be conducting a remote assembly via Microsoft Teams on Monday 4th May at 8:50am.
Details of how to join will be sent out via email.

May 1 is the Feast of Saint Joseph the Worker. Joseph was the husband of Mary and they brought up Jesus
together. Today we remember that he was also a carpenter and we focus on the value of human work. The
first boys at Don Bosco’s Oratory were young workers, under-educated and with nothing to do in their
limited hours of free time. Don Bosco met their basic needs but also negotiated with employers to improve
their conditions. More than ever we realise the essential contribution of those who serve society: they are
the key workers. Saint Joseph the Worker, pray for them and for us.

Next Wednesday, 6th May, as we celebrate the feast of Dominic Savio today, please pray for all our
teenagers and young people who are striving to come terms with the effects of Covid-19. Young people
have been unable to go to school, play their sports or socialise in their youth club, park or shopping centre.
Even though we were told that young people were relatively safe when the pandemic broke out, we need to
remember Ismail Mohamed Abdulwahab from Brixton, south London who was only thirteen when he died
without the support of his family. Take time today and on the Feast to remember any young people who
have died and all those who lives have been so severely impacted due to this lockdown.
“Tolerate the imperfections of others if you want others to tolerate yours.” – Don Bosco
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Please let us know if you have any news, photos or videos to share, and send us your prayer requests which
we will pass on to Fr Pat. Please contact Mr Crean at creann@salesiancollege.com

Thank you to everyone who took part in the photo competition last week. Below are some of the fantastic
entries for the theme ‘Nature’:

James (7H)

Ashish (8H)

Angelo (9B)

Tim (9B)

Finn (10B)

Wilf (11H)

If you want to take part in this week’s competition, your challenge is to take a photograph that shows
‘Community’. Please send all entries to bannisters@salesiancollege.com by Wednesday 6th May.
Good luck!

Below are some examples of the fantastic Easter projects done by Year 8. Teachers in all subjects will be
sending out certificates to recognise particularly outstanding work.

In Maths, the Year 8 students have been making models of Platonic shapes.

Aditya (8A)

Max (8A)

Hugo (8H)
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The students had to research different types of Roman shields and standards. They then made a scale
model of their own.

Reece (8A)

William (8A)

Archie (8B)

Harry (8B)

The students had to research and cook a typical French food.

James (8A)

James (8B)

Archie (8B)

Ben (8D)

Luke (8H)

Rohan (8H)
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Painting Easter eggs is a beloved tradition in the Orthodox and Eastern Catholic churches. As a joint History
and RE project, the students decorated eggs to represent a historical or religious figure.

Sebastien (8A) - Video

Oliver (8A)

Chuka (8B)

William (8B)

Kit (8H)

Luke (8H)

Click here to watch Sebastien’s video.

Thank you to everyone who has already supported Mr
Cousins’ campaign to say thank you to the NHS. So
far we have raised a fantastic £2,425!
In just 107 hours we have made it from Farnborough
to Turin and back. We are not stopping though, we
will go again and see if we can go back to Turin to
take in some more of the sites where Salesian
founder Don Bosco was born! If you want to get
involved, track your performance, screenshot it and
send it to Mr Cousins at
cousinsg@salesiancollege.com.
Mr Owens has said:
‘Every year Don Bosco would lead his boys out of the
industrial city and slums of Turin for a trip to the Salesian College staff and students demonstrating
countryside where he had grown up. So for us all to excellent social distancing on a visit to Turin last year!
travel to the centre of Don Bosco’s birth place and to
return home to comfort safety and joy, whilst raising over £2400 to date for the NHS is outstanding, well
done to everyone involved, good luck on the return leg!’

For more information, or to donate, please click here to visit our JustGiving page.
Thank you for your ongoing support!
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Before taking the Wellbeing Challenge, click here to download the Wellbeing Self-Assessment

If you, as a student, or your parents are worried about coping with the current lockdown situation, please
do feel free to contact any member of the Pastoral Team at College who would be happy to offer support.
Your son/daughter’s respective Head of Year or tutor is always on hand. The two Designated Safeguarding
Leads at College are Mr Crean and Miss Prince, who are always available to offer support and advice.
There are lots of good resources online, including particular ones recommended by the Hampshire
Safeguarding Partnership. Please see below:
Coronavirus (COVID-19): keeping children safe online
Advice and guidance to help parents and carers to keep children safe online during the coronavirus
(COVID-19) outbreak.
Children will continue to be Ill during Coronavirus - Advice for Parents
If a child is unwell medical advice should continue be sought in a timely manner to prevent symptoms
worsening.
Young Minds
Guide to supporting Children and Young people during coronavirus.
Youth Wellbeing and Coronavirus - Online Course – FutureLearn
Explore practical ways to help young people manage their mood and maintain healthy habits during the
coronavirus pandemic.
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