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Unit 4 - Roman Catholicism: Ethics

The exam is 1 hour 30 minutes and the paper is divided into two parts:

· Part A
4 compulsory short-answer questions worth a total of 48 marks.  Your answer booklet for this section will advise on how much to write
· Part B

2 optional extended response questions from which you choose and answer one question. Questions in Part B are worth a total of 24 marks and are written on a lined paper answer booklet.
Each question paper is worth a total of 72 marks.

Timings:
· You should allow 5 minutes at the beginning and at the end to read through the paper.

· You should aim to spend 45-50 minutes on section A and the remaining 30-35 minutes on section B.
This revision guide is designed to outline for you the areas of study within the 6 topics.  The topics you must revise are:

1. Christian Values

2. Christian Marriage

3. Christian Vocation

4. Christian Reconciliation

5. Christian Healing

6. Christian Responses to Global Issues

Good Luck!

AQA GCSE Religious Studies – Guide to exam questions Co
AO1 Command Words
Describe: 



A detailed account of. The account should be factual, without any attempt to explain.

Describe briefly: 


Give a brief account of. This is used in 2 or 3 mark questions.

Explain: 



Interpret, analyse or give reasons for.

Explain briefly: 


Interpret, analyse or give reasons for. This is used in 2 or 3 mark questions.

Explain, using an example:
Interpret, analyse or give reasons for. An example needs to be included in the answer.

Give: 




Present briefly information requested.

Give reasons: 


The question may test understanding of beliefs and/or practices.

How 




Give brief factual, descriptive or explanatory information.

In what ways 


This can test just knowledge, asking for examples of beliefs and practices.

Look at 



Examine closely; pay special attention to, look carefully at, and interpret.1 Co
Name 
Requesting the candidate to show knowledge of specialist information or technical terms.  This command asks the candidates to state, specify or identify.

Outline 



Give key points of.

Retell 



Describe in your own words (a story, e.g. a parable).

What 




Give factual information.

What is meant by 


The question is testing understanding of specialist terminology or of a symbol or concept.
What is the importance of/for 
This phrase is often asking for a comment on the way in which beliefs, symbols, words or customs relate to modern practice or lifestyle.
Why 




Give reasons for.

AO2 Command Words
Do you agree? Give reasons for your answer No marks are given for agreeing or disagreeing. Candidates must evaluate as required giving reasons for their evaluation. Evaluation will involve making a judgement based on evidence, analysis and argument.
Showing that you have thought about more than one point of view Candidates are expected to show an understanding of the complexity of an issue and the reasons why not all people will agree. They are not expected personally to hold two points of view at once. Hence, answers in which the candidate states, ‘I agree because and I disagree because’ are sometimes not as well developed or coherently reasoned as answers which use phrases such as ‘while some believe. I think that…’ or ‘I can see that some people think that, but…’

Refer to religious arguments (Christianity),in your answer. Include reference to religious arguments in your answer.
What do you think? Explain your opinion. This requires the candidate to comment his or her own views on an issue, supported by reference to religious teaching.
Recipe for AQA success!

· Before you start to write, take a moment to read all of the parts of the question a couple of times. 

· Look carefully at how many marks are available for each part of the question and plan your time to make sure you can fit everything in.

· Don’t write too much or too little. For 1 mark, you will only need to write a line at most. For 8 marks, you will probably need to write nearly a side of A4 (depending on how big your writing is).

· 1 mark = 1 minute.

· Look for the question types that tell you what the question is asking:
· On EXPLAIN questions, use specific religious beliefs and teachings to back up what you say. These do not have to be quoted word for word but you need to show that you understand what the religions are saying. Be specific, not general.

· On “Give your opinion” questions, you don’t have to give anyone else’s view, but you do have to explain what you think, and why you think it. Always use examples to help you. 

· On evaluation questions, the best way to approach them is with this formula:

· On the one hand… because…
· On the other hand… because…
· My view is… because…
· To get top marks, you need to give reasons for everything you write. Use specific religious examples and be prepared to write in quite a lot of detail. Try not to repeat yourself. 

· Use what you know. Including lots of examples and details is a good way to impress the examiner and access the high grades.

· DON’T WORRY. Practice makes perfect!

Topic 1: Christian Values
	Key terms:

· Conscience – a person’s sense of right and wrong; often linked to God

· Dignity – value of a human person
· Sin – behaviour which is against God’s laws/wishes; something that we know is wrong yet we freely chose

· Gifts of the Holy Spirit – qualities from the HS which help a Christian live a holy life

· Fruits of the Holy Spirit – signs of the HS in Christian behaviour
· Commandment – a rule for living given by God; one of the ten commandments

· Adultery – sex outside marriage where one or both of the couple are already married

· Bear false witness – to lie
· Covet – wish, long, or crave for something
· Beatitude – meaning ‘blessed’ or ‘happy’; the beginning of the Sermon on the Mount where Jesus describes the qualities of those in the Kingdom of God

· Sermon on the Mount – Jesus’ teachings on how to live a Christian life
· Kingdom of God – wherever God is honoured as king and his authority accepted; the rule of God

· Righteousness – following moral principles
· Mercy – to be kind and forgiving
· Peace – absence of war and conflict


	Key texts:

· Genesis 1.26 (OT) – ‘created in the image of God’
· Genesis 3 (OT) – the Fall of Adam and Eve, ‘origin of sin’
· Philippians 4.8 (NT) - ‘whatever is true…noble…right…pure...lovely…admirable – if anything is excellent or praiseworthy – think about such things’
· Ephesians 6.10 (NT) – ‘put on the full armour of God so that you can take your stand against the devil’s schemes’
· CCC 1804 – ‘the aim of the virtuous life is to become like God’
· Psalms 119.32 (OT) – ‘I run along the way of your commandments, for you have set my heart free’

· Psalms 143.10 (OT) – ‘may your good Spirit lead me on level ground’
· Romans 8.14 (NT) – ‘because those who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God’
· CCC 1718 – ‘God alone satisfies’
· Exodus 20 (OT) – The Ten Commandments
· Matthew 22.37 (NT) – ‘love the Lord you God with all your heart, soul and mind…love your neighbour as yourself’

· Luke 16.13 (NT) – ‘no servant can serve two masters’

· Matthew 5-7 (NT) – The Sermon on the Mount
· Matthew 5.3-12 (NT) – The Beatitudes 

· Mark 2. 27 (NT) – ‘the Sabbath was made for man, not man for the Sabbath’

· Matthew 26.41 (NT) – ‘the spirit is willing but the body is weak’

	Knowledge:

Making moral decisions
Human dignity and human rights
Conscience and freedom

Responsibility and sin

Virtues, gifts and fruits of the Spirit

Cardinal virtues

Theological virtues

The 10 Commandments

Loving God (the first three)

Loving neighbour (the remaining seven)

The Beatitudes

As a route to eternal happiness

Application to Christian living



	Exam questions:

a) Give two of the Ten Commandments which refer to loving God.  (2 marks)
b) Explain how Christians may respond to these commandments in the way they live their lives.  (4 marks)
c) ‘Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness’.  Explain briefly this Beatitude and suggest how it might help Christians facing persecution.  (3 marks)
d) ‘The Ten Commandments are not very helpful to life in the modern world’.  Do you agree?  Give reasons for your answer showing that you have thought about more than one point of view.  (6 marks)



Topic 2: Christian Marriage
	Key terms:

· Marriage – a legal union between a man and a woman,  The sacramental union between  a man and a woman in the RC Church witnessed by a priest and the local community

· Sacraments – rites and rituals through which the believer receives a special gift of grace, e.g. Baptism or the Eucharist.  Roman Catholics believe that the sacraments are outward signs of inward grace.  Different Christian traditions celebrate different sacraments

· Christian Marriage – when a man and woman come together and promise to live together in a lifelong, permanent and exclusive relationship

· Permanent – lasting or remaining without essential change

· Exclusive – not divided or shared with others

· Life-giving – having the power to give life

· Rite – a set pattern of words and actions, for example those that are used in the celebration of the sacraments

· Vows – solemn promises that are made, usually with God and people as witnesses

· Fostering – the taking of a child from a different family into a family home and bringing them up with the rest of the new family

· Adoption – the legal process where a person (child) is taken (adopted) into the family as a son or daughter

· Sexual relationship outside marriage – sex between people who are not married to each other; this includes adultery, sex before marriage and casual sex

· Divorce – the legal ending of a marriage

· Re-marriage – when people who have been married before marry again

· Annulment – when the Roman Catholic Church declares a marriage invalid.  Various conditions must be met to prove this.  For example if one of the couple was unable to understand the demands of being married 

	Key texts:

· Genesis (OT) – ‘be fruitful and multiply’

· Mark 6 (NT) – ‘but at the beginning of creation God made them male and female.  For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh.  So they are no longer two, but one’

· John 2 (NT) – Jesus celebrated the wedding at Cana (Jesus’ first miracle)

· Ephesians 5.24 (NT) -  ‘a husband must love his wife (and vice versa) as Christ loves the Church’

· 1 Corinthians 7.2 (NT) - ‘each man should have his own wife, and each woman her own husband.  The husband should fulfil his marital duty to his wife, and likewise the wife to her husband.  The wife’s body does not belong to her alone but to her husband.  In the same way, the husband’s body does not belong to him alone but also to his wife’

· Ephesians 6 (NT) - ‘Children, obey your parents, for this is right.  Honour your father and mother, which is the first commandment with a promise, that it may go well with you and that you may enjoy long life on earth’

· Exodus 13 (OT) - ‘Do not commit adultery; Honour your mother and father; do not be jealous of your neighbour....’

· Matthew 15 (NT) - ‘fornication is wrong and is a sign of sin’
· 1 Corinthians (NT) – ‘Keep away from sexual immorality.  All other sins that someone commits are done outside the body; the sexually immoral person sins against his own body.  Do you not realise that your body is a temple of the holy spirit, who is in you and whom you have received from God?  You are not your own property, then; you have been brought at a price.  So use your body for the glory of God’

· Matthew 5.27 (NT) - ‘Anyone who divorces his wife, except for marital unfaithfulness, causes her to become an adulteress, and anyone who marries the divorced woman commits adultery’

· 1 Corinthians (NT) – ‘A wife must not separate from her husband.  But if she does she must remain unmarried or else be reconciled to her husband.  And a husband must not divorce his wife’

	Knowledge:

Marriage

Legal and religious ideas of marriage 

What is purpose of Christian Marriage? 

The nature of Christian Marriage

Marriage as a sacrament

Love and Marriage

The rite and symbolism of marriage

Marriage preparation and the conditions of marriage

The marriage ceremony

Parenthood
The importance of family life and duties in the family

The challenges of parenthood

Adoption and fostering

How the Church supports family life

Children in need

Qualities needed to foster and adopt

Why do Christians want to adopt?

Sex outside marriage

Changes in society

Sex outside marriage (including Christian arguments)

Alternative views

Living together (problems)

Marital breakdown

What are the causes?

What can be done to prevent it?

Marriage preparation, communication and external help

Divorce, Remarriage and Annulment

Roman Catholic Teaching

Debates about remarriage, divorce and annulment in Christianity


	Exam questions:

a) Explain the meaning and importance of marriage in the Roman Catholic Church. (6 marks)
b) What do wedding rings symbolise for Christians? (2 marks)
c) Explain why Roman Catholics support adoption and fostering. (4 marks)

d) ‘There is no difference between divorce and annulment.’  Do you agree?  Give reasons for your answer, showing that you have thought about another point of view.  Refer to Roman Catholic teaching in your answer. (6 marks)


Topic 3: Christian Vocation
	Key terms:

· Vocation – doing something for the love of it; a feeling that God is calling someone to a special ministry or way of serving others
· Talents – qualities, attributes or abilities which in Christian belief are gifts from God and should be used in his service

· Lay people (laity) – members of the Church who are not in Holy Orders

· Lay Ministry – a role of service within the Church, such as a reader or Eucharistic minister.  All those who are not ordained are expected to serve God and others in their daily lives

· Apostles – the leaders of the early Church.  The word literally means ‘sent out’

· Priesthood – the roles and duties of a priest.  Central to this is saying Mass

· Deacon/Diaconate – a minister who may lead some services such as baptism and marriage, reads the Gospel at Mass and participates in charity such as visiting the sick

· Pastoral – comes from the word ‘shepherd’ and is used to describe the care that is given, for example, by a priest to those in his parish
· Ordination – the status of being ordained to a sacred office: a deacon, priest or bishop

· Celibacy – the obligation to abstain from sexual relationships; part of the vows taken by people entering religious life

· Religious life – dedicating life to God, taking vows and living in a particular holy way

· Poverty – living simply and sharing talents, money and material goods for the support of the community

· Chastity – making a vow not to take a wife, husband or partner and not to have sexual relations

· Obedience – obeying the superior (person in charge) of the religious order

· Contemplative – in the context of Christian Vocation, this applies to those who choose to live out their vocation in structured prayer, meditation and work, usually in enclosed religious orders

· Apostolic – religious communities which combine a life of prayer with a life working in the world, for example in education


	Key texts:

· Matthew 25.14-30 (NT) - The parable of the Talents 
· Mark 6.7-13; Mark 16.8ff (NT) - Ministry 

· Mark 10.42 (NT) - ‘whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant, and whoever wants to be first must be slave of all.  For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve and to give his life as a ransom for the many.’ (Holy Orders)

· Matthew 8.14 (NT) -  Jesus choosing married men as disciples (St Peter) – he healed Peter’s mother in-law 

· 1 Corinthians 12.4 (NT) - Religious Life –– ‘there are different kinds of gifts, but the same spirit.  There are different kinds of service, but the same Lord.  There are different kinds of working, but the same God works all of them in all men’


	Knowledge:

Vocation (1)

What is vocation? (parable of the talents) Examples

What is the vocation of the lay people? Examples

The calling of the lay people to 

     Witness – share in Christ’s priestly office, 

     Teach – share in Christ’s prophetic office

     Lead – to share in Christ’s kingly office

Holy Orders

Background

Rite and ceremony – what happens in an ordination

Role of the deacon

Role and duties of the priest

Challenges of the priesthood

Celibacy in the priesthood

Married Catholic Priests (arguments for and against)

Women and priesthood

Vocation (2)
What is the religious life? Examples

What are the vows? (evangelical counsel)

Difference between apostolic and contemplative


	Exam questions:

a) What is meant by the word vocation? (2 marks)

b) Explain the roles of a Roman Catholic priest. (6 marks)
c) Explain why the Roman Catholic Church is opposed to women’s ordination. (4 marks)
d) ‘Priests should remain celibate.’  Do you agree?  Give reasons for your answer, showing that you have considered another point of view.  Refer to Roman Catholic teaching in your answer. (6 marks)



Topic 4: The Sacrament of reconciliation  

	Key terms:

· Sin - behaviour which is against God’s laws includes actions, thoughts and admission which are freely chosen and know to be wrong

· Reconciliation - when people are bought back together and debt for previous sins are wiped clear
· Unmerciful – not showing forgiveness

· Confession – acknowledging and stating sins committed

· Penance – an act such as prayer, required of a person who has received God’s forgiveness

· Contrition -  genuine sense of being sorry for sins committed
· Absolution – the removal of the guilt that results from the sin; the final part of the sacrament of reconciliation; forgiveness
· Crime – not obeying a law established by a government

· Retribution – to ‘get your own back’ on the criminal, based on the OT teaching of ‘an eye for an eye’

· Deterrence – to put people off committing crimes
· Protection – to stop the criminal hurting anyone in society

· Reformation – to change someone’s behaviour for the better

· Imprisonment – a method of punishment.  Taking away a person’s freedom, usually in prison
· Community – a method of punishment.  Forcing a person to undertake work for the community

· Death penalty/capital punishment – form of punishment in which a prisoner is put to death for crimes committed.
· Prejudice – unfairly judging someone before the facts are known

· Discrimination – to act against someone on basis of sex, race, religion etc.
· Racism – to have prejudices about and/or to discriminate against a group of people because of their skin colour or racial background

· Gender – another word for a person’s sex (male, female)

· Disability – when a person has a mental or physical condition that limits movement of activities.

· Samaritans – mixed race Jews who regarded each other as enemies, so in the Good Samaritan, the Samaritan had no obligation to help the injured Jew

	Key texts:
· Psalms 103.4 (OT) – ‘God redeems your life from the pit’ 
· Micah 7.19 (OT) – ‘You will cast all our sins into the depths of the sea’ 

· John 8.3-11 (NT) - ‘neither will I condemn you’ (Jesus with the women caught in adultery)

· John 12.47 (NT) - ‘I did not come to judge the world, but to save it’ 

· Matthew 18.23-35 (NT) - Parable of the Unmerciful Servant

· Matthew 22.39 (NT) – ‘love your neighbour as yourself’

· Galatians 3.28 (NT) – ‘there is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor female, for you are all one in Christ’

· Luke 15.11-32 (NT) - The parable of the Forgiving Father 

· John 20.22-23 (NT) – ‘receive the Holy Spirit.  If you forgive anyone his sins, they are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven’

· Leviticus 24:19-20 (OT) – ‘if anyone injures his neighbour, whatever he has done must be done to him:  fracture for fracture, eye for eye, and tooth for tooth. As he has injured the other, so he is to be injured’
· Matthew 5.38-39 (NT) – ‘you have heard that it was said, 'eye for eye, and tooth for tooth.'  But I tell you, do not resist an evil person. If someone strikes you on the right cheek, turn to him the other also’ 

· Matthew 18.21-22 (NT) – ‘then Peter came to Jesus and asked, "Lord, how many times shall I forgive my brother when he sins against me? Up to seven times?” Jesus answered, "I tell you, not seven times, but seventy-seven times’
· Luke 23.34 (NT) – ‘Father forgive them, they do not know what they are doing’
· 1 John 1.8 (NT) – ‘if we claim we are without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us’

· Jeremiah 31.34 (OT) – ‘I will forgive their wickedness, and remember their sins no more’

· Exodus 20 (OT) – The Ten Commandments

· Matthew 5.1-12 (NT) – The Beatitudes

· Matthew 7.1-2 (NT) – ‘do not judge, or you too will be judged’

· CCC 2267 – ‘the traditional teaching of the Church does not exclude recourse to the death penalty, if this is the only possible way of effectively defending human lives against the unjust aggressor’
· US Catholic Bishops 1994 – ‘we cannot teach willing is wrong by killing’
· Pope John Paul II – ‘the death penalty is cruel and unnecessary’
· CCC 1462 – ‘forgiveness of sins brings reconciliation with God, but also with the Church’

· CCC 1935 – ‘every form of social or cultural discrimination in fundamental personal rights on the grounds of sex, race, colour, social conditions, language, or religion must be curbed and eradicated as incompatible with God's design

· CCC 2433 – ‘access to employment and to professions must be open to all without unjust discrimination: men and women, healthy and disabled, natives and immigrants’
· CCC 2334 – ‘God gives man and woman an equal personal dignity.  Man is a person, man and woman equally so, since both were created in the image and likeness of the personal God’
· Luke 10:25-37 (NT) - The parable of the Good Samaritan 


	Knowledge:

Sin in the Roman Catholic tradition:  (Page 64 & 65)

What Is Sin?  What is original sin?  
What are the types of personal sin?   
Why might a person feel sorrow and guilt? 

Forgiveness in the Roman Catholic tradition: (Page 66 & 67)

Reconciliation and redeeming love

The need to forgive; the parable of the unmerciful servant

The rite and symbolism of reconciliation: (Page 68 & 69)

Background to the sacrament of reconciliation

Individual reconciliation; communal absolution; absolution 

The importance of the sacrament of reconciliation: (Page 70 & 71)

The effect of the sacrament of reconciliation 

The parable of the forgiving father 

Causes of crime: (Page 72 & 73)

Catholic teaching on crime

Christian challenge to the law 

Aims and types of punishment: (Page 74 & 77)

The Christian responses to crime 

The types of Punishment and the Pope’s example of forgiveness 

The death penalty: (Page 78 & 79)

Arguments for and against; Catholic teaching on the death penalty

Prejudice and discrimination: (Page 80 & 89)

Christian perspectives on prejudice and discrimination

Race and colour; case study of racism in the UK; the work of the Catholic association for racial justice 

Gender and disability  

Religious discrimination 

Christian attitudes to the disadvantaged
The parable of the Good Samaritan 



	Exam questions:

a) What is meant by the word sin? (2 marks)

b) Explain what the Roman Catholic Church teaches about the need for reconciliation in the world (4 marks)
c) Explain how the New Testament presents Jesus’ response to sin (6 marks) 

d) ‘If we had a more caring society there would be less crime’.  Do you agree?  Give reasons for your answer, showing that you have considered another point of view.  (6 marks)
e) What is meant by prejudice (2 marks)

f) Explain Christian perspectives on prejudice? (4 marks)
g) Explain the work of the Catholic Association for racial justice (6 marks)

h) ‘Some crimes should not be forgiven’.  Do you agree?  Give reasons for your answer, showing that you have considered another point of view.  Refer to Roman Catholic teaching in your answer. (6 marks)
i) What is meant by the term disability? (2 marks)
j) Explain what the Roman Catholic Church teaches about the causes of crime (4 marks)
k) Explain the effects of crime on individual and society (6 marks)
l) ‘The death penalty is sometimes necessary’.  Do you agree?  Give reasons for your answer, showing that you have considered another point of view.  Refer to Roman Catholic teaching in your answer. (6 marks)



Topic 5: Christian Healing
	Key terms:

· Anointing – being blessed with holy oil during certain sacraments
· Anointing of the sick (extreme unction) – a sacrament given to people who are dying or ill
· Laying on of hands – an ancient biblical sign symbolising the Holy Spirit giving the person gifts
· Resurrection – when Jesus rose from the dead; key belief in Christianity that others may experience it
· Judgement – God deciding who should be saved based on how they lived
· Purgatory – the purification of sin from a person so they can come closer to God
· Heaven – being with God after death
· Hell – being apart from God after death
· Death rites – ceremonies for believers in preparation for and after death
· Viaticum – sacrament given to a person close to death to prepare them for the next life
· Sanctify of human life – human life is sacred and God given
· Abortion – the deliberate ending of a pregnancy, usually before 24 weeks.  
· Contraception – artificially preventing pregnancy from taking place
· In vitro fertilisation (IVF) – a scientific method of making a woman pregnant, this does not involve sex.
· Donor – another person who donates sperm or ovum for an infertile couple
· Surrogate mother – a women who carries and gives birth to a child of another couple
· Infertility – an inability to conceive a child naturally
· Euthanasia – a painless death, by agreement and with compassion, to ease suffering

	Key texts:

· Jeremiah 15.18 (OT) – ‘why is my pain unending and my wound grievous and incurable?’
· Mark 2.17 (NT) – ‘I have come not to call the righteous, but sinners’
· Mark 1.21-31; 40-45; 2.1-12 (NT) – Examples of Jesus’ healing
· Mark 6.13 (NT) – ‘They drove out many demons and anointed many sick people with oil and healed them’
· James 5.14-15 (NT) – ‘Is anyone of you sick?  He should call the elders of the church to pray over him and anoint him with oil in the name of the Lord…’
· Romans 5.12 (NT) – ‘Just as sin entered the world through one man, and death through sin, and in this way death came to all men, because all sinned’
· John 11.25 (NT) – ‘I am the resurrection and the life.  He who believes in me will live, even though he dies’
· 1 Thessalonians 4:17 (NT) – ‘After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord forever’
· CCC 1035 – ‘descend into hell, where they suffer the punishments of hell’
· Genesis 1.26 (OT) – ‘every human being is made in the image and likeness of God’
· Exodus 20 (OT) – ‘do not commit murder’
· Luke 10.27 (NT) – ‘you shall love your neighbour as yourself’
· Matthew 19.17 (NT) –‘if you would enter [eternal life], keep the commandments’
· Gaudium Et Spes (Papal document) – ‘life must be protected with the utmost care from the moment of conception’
· Jeremiah 1.5 (OT) – ‘before I formed you in the womb, I knew you’
· Psalms 139.13 (OT) – ‘for you knit me together in my mother’s womb’
· Pope John Paul II – ‘life is always good’
· Philippians 3:10 (NT) - I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the fellowship of sharing in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death’

· Deuteronomy 32.39 (OT) – ‘I put to death and bring to life’
· 1 Peter 2.21 (NT) – ‘Christ suffered for you, leaving you an example, that you should follow in his steps’


	Knowledge:

Christian attitudes to sickness and healing
God in human suffering
Jesus and healing

Anointing of the Sick (extreme unction)

Biblical background

Purpose and order of the sacrament (rite)
Importance/effects of the sacrament

Attitudes to life after death

Death rites

The sanctity of human life

Abortion (1)

What is it?

The law on abortion

Foetal development

Abortion (2)

Arguments for and against abortion

The Christian response

Contraception

In Vitro Fertilisation (IVF)

Euthanasia


	Exam questions:

a) What is meant by the word euthanasia? (2 marks)
b) Explain why the Roman Catholic Church is opposed to the use of artificial contraception.  (4 marks)
c) Outline the rite of the anointing of the sick.  (6 marks)
d) ‘A Christian should not have or help with an abortion’.  Do you agree?  Give reasons for your answer, showing that you have considered another point of view.  Refer to Roman Catholic teaching in your answer. (6 marks)



Topic 6: Global Issues
	Key terms:

· Neighbour – anyone in need 

· LED – less economically developed country 

· World poverty – the majority of the world’s population living in conditions of extreme need

· Charity – Christian action for those in need

· CAFOD – Catholic Fund for Overseas Development 

· Trocaire – Irish word for ‘mercy’; Irish charity to alleviate poverty in the developing world

· Exploitation – people being used at their own expense to benefit others 

· Just War – a war that the Christian church defines as acceptable 

· Nuclear war – using nuclear weapons in war
· Nuclear proliferation – increase in nuclear weapons 

· Disarmament – getting rid of weapons 

· Multilateral disarmament – view that all countries should destroy their weapons at the same time

· Unilateral disarmament – countries get rid of their weapons without waiting for others to do the same

· Terrorism – individuals or groups using or threatening violence to achieve their aims

· Pacifism – belief that war is always wrong 



	Key texts:

· Matthew 25:31-46 (NT) - Parable of the sheep and the goats  [NB. link to Genesis 1:28] 

· Matthew 19:24 (NT) - “Again I tell you, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God" 
· 1 Corinthians 6:10 (NT) - “Nor thieves nor the greedy nor drunkards nor slanderers nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God” 
· Matthew 5:9 (NT) - “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called sons of God”   
· Matthew 5:39 (NT) - “But I tell you, Do not resist an evil person. If someone strikes you on the right cheek, turn to him the other also” 
· Matthew 26:52 (NT) - “Put your sword back in its place," Jesus said to him, "for all who draw the sword will die by the sword” 
· Micah 4:3 (OT) - “They will beat their swords into ploughshares and their spears into pruning hooks. Nation will not take up sword against nation, nor will they train for war anymore” 
· Catechism, 1700 -  “The dignity of the human person is rooted in his creation in the image and likeness of God” 

· Catechism, 2409 - “The Catholic Church teaches that paying unjust salaries, something that is not enough to live on, is stealing” 
· Catechism, 2327 “Because of the evils and injustices that all war brings with it, we must do everything reasonably to avoid it” 

· Catechism, 2308 “Governments cannot be denied the right of lawful self-defence, once all peace efforts have failed” 




	Knowledge:

Christian duty to the poor              

Differences between rich and poor countries

Causes of poverty                                  

Christian responses [CAFOD & Trocaire]                 

Fairtrade and exploitation                    

War and Peace  

Just War Theory

Nuclear war and proliferation  

Terrorism

Pacifism


	Exam questions:

a) What is an LED? (2 marks) 

b) Describe the action of one Christian organisation in tackling poverty (4 marks)
c) “There will always be poor people so there is no point helping anyone.” Explain why a Roman Catholic would disagree with this statement. (4 marks)
d) What is meant by the term pacifist? (2 marks) 

e) Outline the conditions for a Just War (6 marks) 

f) Explain the different causes of war (6 marks) 

g) “All Christians should be pacifists.” Do you agree? Give reasons for your answer, showing that you have thought about more than one point of view. (6 marks)
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